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              FROM THE PASTOR 
 Until recently, I had no idea how 
special I am.  As a number of emails have 
informed me, I am about to come into 
several inheritances in countries as far-flung 
as Africa, Indonesia, and Russia.  My streak 
of good fortune seems to have also recently 
manifested itself in my email address 
winning in lotteries in Nigeria, Australia, and 
Nepal.  I have also been informed that I am 
now the monarch of a small country, if I 
respond to their email. 
 We have all been subjected to these 
preposterous emails, and at the heart of 
them is the sender’s certitude that 
he/she/they can rely upon our avarice.  The 
dictionary defines avarice as “Excessive or 
insatiable desire for wealth or gain”.  It also 
gives, as synonyms for avarice, the words 
greediness and cupidity, with cupidity being 
defined as “Strong desire; lust”. 
 I would guess that many of us, when 
we receive these email offers of free gain, 
do not equate them with lust, but there are 
many ways for lust to manifest itself in a 
human life, the sexual being only one of 
them.  Lust, as an insatiable covetousness, 
drives some of us to purchase things we 
really don’t need with money that we really 
don’t have.  Lust drives some to “be-friend” 
hundreds of people on Facebook in order to 
boast about the number.  Lust induces in us 
a restlessness and a yearning that nothing 
can satiate. 
 During this ascetical season of 
Great Lent we are supposed to examine our 

inner life and the hold that the various 
passions might have upon it.  In that 
examination, I would suggest that it could be 
useful for us to question in what ways, other 
than the sexual, we might, indeed, be 
possessed by lust. 
 Now, I need to respond to my most 
recent notification of inheritance, and then 
get back to my newfound subjects of my 
Sovereign country. 
 
-fj- 
  

               
2011 Sunday of Orthodoxy procession 
 
 
 

    ASCETICAL PRACTICES 
 “Bodily fasting alone is not enough 
to bring about perfect self-restraint and true 
purity; it must be accompanied by contrition 
of heart, intense prayer to God, frequent 
meditation on the scriptures, toil and manual 
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labor.  These are able to check the restless 
impulses of the soul and to recall it from its 
shameful fantasies.” 
(St. John Cassian)  
 
 

Betrayal  
by the Very Rev. Vladimir Berzonsky   

 

     “Then one of the Twelve - the one called Judas  Iscariot 
– went to the chief priests and asked, ‘What are yo u willing 
to give me if I hand Him over to you?’ So they coun ted out 
for him thirty silver coins. From then on Judas wat ched for 
an opportunity to hand Him over” (Matthew 26:14) 

What made Judas decide to betray the One 
who chose him from among all the followers 
of Jesus to be an apostle? Several 
suggestions come from the above passage. 
Judas was called Iscariot. That wasn’t his 
last name. He came from Kerioth, a place 
beyond Galilee. He was the only apostle 
from somewhere else. Sometimes we feel 
that we are unlike everybody else. It may be 
that we project a sense of exclusion. It can 
happen in parishes where newcomers may 
not feel welcome and accepted even when 
they have not tried to get to know the regular 
members. 

Perhaps he was a coward. When he 
realized the inevitable – Jesus was 
determined to enter Jerusalem not as a 
warrior but as the Suffering Servant 
prophesied in Isaiah and try by persuasion 
to turn the mindsets of the Jews to peace 
rather than revolution with the majority of the 
people egged on by the religious leaders to 
call for His death – Judas thought to save 
himself and make some profit for his 
betrayal. He had not the courage of Thomas 
and the others who were ready to die for the 
Lord. We really never know what we are 
made of until put to the test. 

We know that Judas was greedy. “How 
much are you willing to give me?” It can 
infect the pure soul and take up residence, 
the Orthodox Christian not noticing after a 
time that it should not be there. We 
Americans living in a culture where economy 
is paramount must be wary that it not 
happen to us. From the 1980’s came a 
horrid slogan: Greed is good. Greed is never 
good. 

When we read that “the devil had already 
prompted Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus,” 
we understand that Satan’s program of envy 
never changes. He was tossed from heaven 
for his jealousy; he dared test Jesus in the 
wilderness by ordering the Lord to worship 
him (Matthew 4:9). Jesus had His own 
reasons for inviting Judas to be an apostle, 
but one must continue following the Lord 
and avoiding the promptings of the devil. 
Even to the moment of our death, we are 
susceptible to betrayal of our faith. 

Envy accompanies ambition as an obvious 
evil companion. While he was among the 
disciples watching the outpouring of 
affection and hope the crowds sent forth to 
Jesus, it came to Judas that he should have 
some portion of that adulation. Why not? So 
Satan reaches into the proud person with 
that temptation. Hard to imagine that Judas 
came to hate Jesus, but it’s likely. He could 
get away with hypocrisy for a time, but the 
other apostles saw through him, as the 
scriptures record. Even though he could 
disguise his evil heart from the others, he 
could not hide his soul from Jesus. We feel 
that confrontation between them when 
Jesus noted that one of those at the table 
would betray Him, and Judas, so filled with 
himself that he thought he could fool the 
Lord, said, “Is it I?” And of course it was. 
Looking into the eyes of Jesus, he should 
have seen his true self, but such is the 
power of Satan to blind some like Judas to 
recognize himself. 

Some feel that Judas might have been one 
of the rebels called Zealots who felt that 
eventually Jesus would toss away His 
compassionate persona and take up arms; 
but the above quotes identify Judas as 
something else. If we ourselves reject the 
energy of the Holy Spirit within us, we may 
be able to identify with Judas led by Satan 
rather than by Christ. Such things are 
possible to those who have no God but 
themselves. 

 
 
 
              TAKING THINGS LIGHTLY  

“An Elder saw a certain one 
laughing and said to him, ‘In the presence of 
the Lord of heaven and earth we must 
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answer for our whole life; and you can 
laugh?’” 
(Desert Fathers) 

       STEWARDSHIP 
Since our last Newsletter… 

  

In January 30 members of our 
parish once again participated in the potluck 
supper for the Week of Christian Unity at St. 
Boniface Roman Catholic Church.  At the 
supper our parish presented a painting to 
the parish family of St. Boniface which 
represents the moment in 1964 when 
Patriarch Athenagoras and Pope Paul VI 
exchanged the kiss of peace, at which 
moment the excommunications laid upon 
one another’s churches so many centuries 
ago were lifted; 

 

 
Presentation at St. Boniface 

The St. Mary Magdalene Vestment 
Guild (Dorothy Kocher and Photini Cook) 
continued their repair of vestments and 
liturgical hangings; 

An anonymous member purchased 
and donated $120 worth of belts needed for 
the mower; 

Sam Williamson, Pastor Chris and 
Cindi Mitchell, Mary & William Eller, and 
others, made financial donations; 

When our copier finally gave up the 
ghost an anonymous family in the parish 
paid for the purchase of the new copier; 

Anonymous members purchased 
cups, plates, cutlery etc for our Sunday 
Fellowship gatherings; 

  

 Denise Norman gave a class on 
Pysanky to approximately 10 Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic participants; 

 
Pysanky class 

Our four parish food teams 
continued supplying us with wonderful 
Sunday Fellowship meals; 

After having knee surgery, Gregory 
Givan has been having food brought to him 
every day by our Sisterhood; 

On the Sunday of Orthodoxy St. 
Paul’s Greek Orthodox church, and their 
Pastor Fr. Vasile, joined us in Orthodoxy 
Vespers; 

                 
Fr. Vasile & Fr. Deacon Vassily 

 

All 3 of the toilets in the Residence 
needed replacing, and an anonymous 
member donated the funds for the purchase 
of one of them; 

An anonymous member donated 
funds for the purchase of new liturgical 
hangings in the church; 
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 Various members of the Sisterhood 
decorated the central icon for the major 
feasts.     

 

                          DUPLICITY 
 “If you praise your neighbor to one 
man and criticize him to another, you are the 
slave of self-esteem and jealousy.  Through 
praise you try to hide your jealousy, through 
criticism to appear better than your 
neighbor.” 

(St. Mark the Ascetic)  

 

        OUR NEEDS 
 (the Wish List, updated) 

1) Donations to the Building Fund; 
2) Theological books for our parish library; 
3) Donations for the Vestment Fund; 4) 
Disposable plates, bowls and cutlery for 
Fellowship; 5) Paper towels; 6) Toilet paper; 
7) Napkins; 8) Cleaning supplies; 9) Incense 
for services; 10) Holy Friday Tomb (approx. 
$2400); 11) Chandelier for the new church 
(approx. $18,000); 12)  Bales of pine-straw; 
13) Donations to help defray the cost of 
publishing the Newsletter. 

 

Salvation Is Indeed By Grace  
by the Very Rev. John Breck   

 

At a recent, post-liturgical coffee hour, a 
catechumen raised a question that has 
troubled many people who were brought up 
in a Protestant environment and at some 
point found themselves drawn to Orthodoxy. 
"If we are saved by grace, and not by 
works," he asked, "why does the Orthodox 
Church put so much stress on ascetic 
practice? Why should it be necessary, or 
even useful, to fast as we do, to make 
countless prostrations during Great Lent, to 
stand for hours through long services, and 
even to give so much money to the 
Church?" (He was preparing to enter a 
parish in the Southern Diocese, where 
tithing is usually considered an important 
part of personal spiritual discipline.) Then he 
added, "Aren't all these things works? And 
what happens if I don't do them? Am I cast 

out of the Kingdom and basically 
condemned to hell?" 

The discussion went on for some time, until 
the coffee ran out and most people went 
home. He stayed, though, and continued his 
questioning with the priest, who later 
admitted he had the feeling that on some 
level this catechumen was getting the better 
of him. 

Finally the man pulled out a pocket Bible 
and opened to Colossians 3. Selecting a few 
verses to make his point, he read: "Why do 
you submit to regulations, 'Do not handle, 
Do not taste, Do not touch' (referring to 
things that all perish as they are used), 
according to human precepts and doctrines? 
These have indeed an appearance of 
wisdom in promoting rigor of devotion and 
self-abasement and severity to the body, but 
they are of no value in checking the 
indulgences of the flesh." 

"Why, then," he asked, "do the Orthodox 
submit to such regulations: 'Do not eat (this 
or that),' or 'Do this, that, and the other 
thing,' in order to be a 'good Christian'? Isn't 
it enough to 'love God and my neighbor as 
myself'?" 

It was a good question. While there's a 
perfectly reasonable and satisfactory answer 
to his objection, it seems worthwhile for all of 
us to think about these things, in an effort to 
understand just why ascetic practice and 
spiritual discipline in general are so 
important in Christian life. 

Our rebellion against God and his will 
touches every aspect of our existence. "Sin" 
or "sinfulness" is not just an accumulation of 
specific acts of disobedience or willfulness 
that in some way violate the 
commandments. It is more than the sum 
total of our individual sins. Those sins are 
symptomatic of something broader and 
deeper that virtually defines us, that 
characterizes our every act and attitude. Sin 
is a state of being that permeates all aspects 
of our life, conscious and unconscious, 
physical as well as spiritual. In fact, the 
distinction we usually make between what is 
physical and what is spiritual is artificial and 
misleading. The human person can only be 
understood holistically. Our bodily gestures 
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affect our psycho-spiritual disposition, just 
as our spiritual state can affect our body. 
Nothing attests to this fact more eloquently 
than the Orthodox service of Holy Unction, 
with its emphasis on the forgiveness of sins 
as integral to the quest for healing. 

This point brings us back to the question of 
ascetic discipline and the place of "works" in 
our salvation. First of all, it is important to 
recognize that the apostle Paul is speaking 
to the Colossians about performing religious 
rituals prescribed either by the Torah, 
Hebrew law, or by pagan forms of worship. 
The admonition, "Don't handle, taste or 
touch," has to do with various religious 
practices that were considered by many as 
necessary to enter into the sacred realm of 
divinity. Repeatedly (especially in his letters 
to the Romans and Galatians), Paul insists 
that our salvation is accomplished wholly 
and uniquely by Christ: by his voluntary 
death on the Cross, by which he descended 
into the realm of death (Sheol), in order to 
defeat the powers of death and corruption. 
This is a work of pure grace that only God 
can accomplish. And this is why it is so 
essential to recognize and accept the fact 
that Jesus of Nazareth is truly the incarnate, 
eternal Son of God. Our salvation is made 
possible precisely by the "work" of the Holy 
Trinity, a work no created being can 
accomplish. 

So we, as Orthodox Christians, affirm as 
clearly and unambiguously as any Lutheran, 
for example, that "salvation is by grace" and 
not by our works. Unlike medieval 
Catholicism, Orthodoxy does not hold that a 
person can build up a "treasury of merits" 
that will count in our favor at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ. What will matter then is our 
having surrendered our sin to God through 
confession, and our gestures of love (Mt. 
25), together with the unshakable conviction 
that "Jesus Christ is Lord," and the unique 
Way to eternal life. 

Orthodoxy does recognize, however, the 
importance of our "cooperation" with God, 
what we term "synergy." "Salvation," as we 
usually understand the word, is only the 
beginning of a pilgrimage that leads us 
through this life, through our physical death, 
and into life beyond. Salvation, 
accomplished by the death and resurrection 

of Christ, means freedom from the 
consequences of our sinfulness: separation 
from the holiness and love of the God who 
desires only that we be saved and enter into 
eternal and joyful communion with himself. If 
we were not continually tempted to fall back 
into sin, there would be no need for such a 
"synergy." Then we could declare, with 
absolute confidence, "once saved, always 
saved!" Temptation and spiritual struggle, 
however, mark every day of our life. And the 
way we face and, by the grace of God, 
overcome those forces (demonic powers), is 
precisely through the "spiritual warfare," the 
ascetic struggle that enables us to confront 
those forces day by day and overcome their 
destructive influence. 

This is why, in the same letter to the 
Colossians, the apostle can declare: "I 
rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in 
my flesh I complete what is lacking in 
Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, 
the Church" (1:24). We may not suffer as 
Paul did, risking our very life for the gospel, 
enduring torture, hardship, hunger and 
rejection by one's own people. 
Nevertheless, our small efforts, of fasting, 
prostrations, intense participation in long 
liturgical services -- like almsgiving and 
other acts of love offered to those in need -- 
enable us also to share in Christ's own 
sufferings, which he will endure in us and for 
us until he comes again in glory. That 
participation is essential; yet it is not the 
means by which we are saved. 

The final word, as so often, comes from our 
Lord himself. Condemning the Pharisees for 
their hypocritical observance of empty ritual, 
he accuses them of performing small 
religious acts while "neglecting the weightier 
matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faith." And he concludes, "These you ought 
to have done, without neglecting the others" 
(Mt 23:23). Those "others" include precisely 
the sorts of ascetic practices Orthodox 
tradition calls us and invites us to assume -- 
not to achieve salvation, but to bring heart, 
soul, mind and body into harmony with the 
ineffable gift of salvation that Christ has 
already offered to us. 
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               THE  KONA  MISSION 
Please consider coming to the aid of 

the OCA’s only mission in all of Hawaii.  
Monthly donations may be arranged by 
going to their website at www.stjuvenaly.org, 
or by sending to: 

  
        St. Juvenaly Orthodox Mission  

       PO Box 4631 
Kailua Kona, HI 96745 

 
 

 
Fr. Wes accepting painting on behalf of St. Bonifac e 
parish 
 

       
       LUMINARIES 2011 

 
 For the processions each Great 
Friday and Saturday it is our custom to line 
the walkway with Luminaries that have been 
sponsored by various people in 
commemoration of individuals.  Last year 
saw a record of 130 luminaries, which were 
so many that we were able to line both sides 
of the walkway.  What an incredible sight to 
see the luminaries softly glowing in the 
darkness, lighting our way as we slowly 
processed around the outside of the church. 
 As is also our custom, all those 
commemorated on the luminaries, as well as 
those making the commemorations, are 
remembered during the Proskemedia 
preparations before each Divine Liturgy for 
the following year. 
 For any who wish to participate in 
this year’s luminaries, the luminaries may be 
sponsored for $5 per luminary, with as many 
commemorations per luminary as desired.  
Please send request and funds to:  
 
                   Luminaries 2011 
       St. Mary Magdalene Church 

   1625 Fort Howard Road, Rincon, GA  
31326. 
 
 All requests for Luminaries must be 
in by April 17th, at the latest. 
 
 

 
Luminaries 2010 

 
 

           A BOOK AND REPENTANCE 

“Abba Anastasius had a book 
written on very fine parchment which was 
worth eighteen pence, and had in it both the 
Old and the New Testaments in full. 

Once a certain brother came to visit 
him, and seeing the book made off with it.  
So that day when Abba Anastasius went to 
read his book, and found that it was gone, 
he realized that the brother has taken it.  But 
he did not send after him to inquire about it 
for fear that the brother might add perjury to 
theft. 

Well, the brother went down into the 
nearby city in order to sell the book.  And the 
price he asked was sixteen pence.  The 
buyer said, ‘Give me the book that I may find 
out whether it is worth that much.’  With that, 
the buyer took the book to the holy 
Anastasius and said, ‘Father, take a look at 
this book, please, and tell me whether you 
think I ought to buy it for sixteen pence.  Is it 
worth that much?’  Abba Anastasius said, 
‘Yes, it is a fine book, it is worth that much.’   
So the buyer went back to the brother and 
said: ‘Here is your money.  I showed the 
book to Abba Anastasius and he said it is a 
fine book and is worth at least sixteen 
pence’.  But the brother asked, ‘Was that all 
he said?  Did he make any other remarks?’  
‘No’, said the buyer, ‘he did not say another 
word’.  ‘Well,’ said the brother, ’I have 
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changed my mind and I don’t want to sell 
this book after all.’ 

Then he hastened to Abba 
Anastasius and begged him with tears to 
take back his book, but the Abba would not 
accept it, saying, ‘Go in peace, brother, I 
make you a present of it.’  But the brother 
said, ‘If you do not take it back I shall never 
have any peace.’  After that the brother 
dwelt with Abba Anastasius for the rest of 
his life.” 

 (Desert Fathers)   

 

 
Snow 2010  

     PLEASE PRAY  FOR  
 -Our Catechumen Daniel; 

 -The the youth of our parish: 
Nicholas, Adam, Elisabeth, Andrew, 
Christopher, Jacqueline, Jeremiah, Mary 
Anya, Abigail, Katherine, Chloe, Thomas, 
Alexis, Anna Sophia, and Matthias; 

 -For the health, salvation and safety 
of our servicemen: Jeremy, Alexis, Anthony, 
Andrew, Demetrius, and Joshuah; 

 -All those who persevere in the holy 
state of Matrimony; 

-All those who have asked us to 
pray for them; 

 -For the souls of all the departed 
members of our families.   

 

 

A Father's Love   
by the Very Rev. Vladimir Berzonsky   

 

     “And he arose and came to his father. But when  he was 
still a great way off, his father saw him and had 
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed  him… 
‘for this my son was dead and is alive again; he wa s lost 
and is found.’ And they began to make merry” (Luke 
15:20,24) 

It’s termed the Sunday of the Prodigal Son, 
a prelude to Great Lent; but it may well be 
called the parable of a father’s inexplicable 
love. We respond to our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
fabulous tale of a Jewish father’s 
overwhelming compassion for a son who 
had abused that paternal affection by 
rejecting it as just too much. Where on earth 
would we find such a father? The Lord might 
say: “Nowhere.” That’s the point of the tale. 
This is not about a lad gone wrong, but a 
father responding to excessive 
wrongheadedness with a love that exceeds 
all human expectations. This is about the 
heavenly Father of the Son of God. This is 
the Father of Jesus Christ. 

Among the plethora of lessons to be 
garnered from the parable of the Loving 
Father, notice when the string of his fortunes 
ran out. Starving, humiliated, threatened not 
to eat the pods he was to feed the swine, 
aware that he was close to death from 
starvation, finally the illumination. “He came 
to himself.” [v.17] Leaving the parable 
setting, since this is really the story of our 
heavenly Father in relation to Adam [all 
prodigals since Eden], why would a loving 
Creator wait so long to come to the aid of 
His pathetic creature? The question is raised 
in a variety of forms. 

Dostoevsky’s Brothers Karamazov has the 
atheist Ivan explaining to his believing 
brother that if a single tear of suffering of an 
innocent child is the price of a passport to 
paradise, he respectfully returns the ticket. 
Just last month at a reception, I tried 



�
�
�

8 

explaining the working of a patient, loving 
God in a world working out its salvation 
through humanity without violating the free 
will of each person, regardless of how long 
the process will play out. My adversary, a 
self-styled agnostic, was prepared to believe 
only in a deity who created a perfect world. 
As my grandmother would say, it was like 
tossing peas against a wall. 

Another theme is portrayed, or rather, an 
extension of the same insight of divine love 
combined with a respect for the human 
being’s free will that the Lord will not violate 
regardless of the suffering that the man or 
woman brings upon himself or herself. 
Imagine the agony of the parents for their 
foolish, sinful son. Did they hear rumors of 
where the young man was throughout his 
absence from the homestead – when he ran 
out of funds…where he went to seek 
solace…what he reduced himself to doing in 
order to stave off starvation? How many 
times did the loving father hold back from 
going out in search of the foolish lad – but 
he would not. Neither is it the way of our 
heavenly Father. If the gift of human nature 
includes freedom, then that free choice must 
be ours, even if we should perish without 
reconciliation to Christ’s Father and our 
Father in heaven. Salvation is not a game 
that always results in a happy ending. 

The final lesson is drawn from the resentful 
elder son who was infuriated by the royal 
treatment accorded to his profligate brother. 
Most likely, our Lord Jesus had first in mind 
the Pharisees of His time on earth who 
scorned the tax collectors and social rejects 
or as in the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
all non-Jews. In our day, it applies to the 
Orthodox Christians who are unconcerned 
with the visitors to their churches, or the 
superiority of the cradle Orthodox towards 
converts. 

 

        THE BEGINNING OF THE FRUIT 

 “Someone wise in the things of God 
has said that as the fruit begins with the 
flower, so the practice of the ascetic life 
begins with self-control.’” 

(St. Hesychios the Priest) 

 

Pysanky class 

 

                

                  JUST A LITTLE SALT 
 “Once in the Valley of the Cells, a 
feast being celebrated, the brethren were 
eating together in the place of assembly.  
And there was a certain brother present, 
who said to the one waiting on table, ‘I do 
not eat any cooked food, just a little salt.’  
And the one waiting on table called another 
brother in the presence of the whole 
assembly, saying, ‘That brother does not eat 
cooked food.  Just bring him some salt.’  
One of the elders got up and said to the 
brother who wanted salt, ‘It would have been 
better had you eaten meat alone in your cell 
today, than to let this thing be heard in the 
presence of so many brothers.” 

(Desert Fathers) 

 

 

 



�
�
�

9 

 

 

 

 

 


